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By Barbara Ramos, Education Director Sac and Fox Nation
EDUCATION NEWS FOR JUNE

You asked, and we listened. You’re getting a new Medicare card! Between 
April 2018 and April 2019, we’ll be removing Social Security numbers from 
Medicare cards and mailing each person a new card. This will help keep your 
information more secure and help protect your identity.
You’ll get a new Medicare Number that’s unique to you, and it will only be 
used for your Medicare coverage. The new card won’t change your coverage 
�R�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����<�R�X�¶�O�O���J�H�W���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���0�H�G�L�F�D�U�H���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X�U���Q�H�Z���F�D�U�G��
is mailed.
Here’s how you can get ready:
�v���0�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���\�R�X�U���P�D�L�O�L�Q�J���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���L�V���X�S���W�R���G�D�W�H�����,�I���\�R�X�U���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���E�H��
corrected, contact Social Security at ssa.gov/myaccount or 1-800-772-1213. 
TTY users can call 1-800-325-0778.
�v���%�H�Z�D�U�H���R�I���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V���\�R�X���D�E�R�X�W���\�R�X�U���Q�H�Z���0�H�G�L�F�D�U�H���F�D�U�G�����:�H�¶�O�O��
never ask you to give us personal or private information to get your new 
Medicare Number and card.
�v�� �8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�D�L�O�L�Q�J�� �H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�D�U�G�� �Z�L�O�O�� �W�D�N�H�� �V�R�P�H�� �W�L�P�H�����<�R�X�U��
card might arrive at a different time than your friend’s or neighbor’s.

You’re getting a new Medicare card!
Cards will be mailed between April 2018 – April 2019

earn FREE college tuition
it’s Oklahoma’s Promise

With Oklahoma’s Promise, the Oklahoma Higher 
Learning Access Program, 8th, 9th, and 10th grade 

students whose family income is $50,000 or less 
can earn FREE COLLEGE TUITION

Apply online at www.okpromise.org or
Contact the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education by e-mail at
okpromise@osrhe.edu or by phone at 1-8-858-1840 (225-9152 in OKC)

Get an application from your counselor

Attention Tribal Members
If you received  funding for your child’s 

school clothing this school year, be sure 
you turn in the clothing receipts so that 

you will be eligible  for the 
201������������ SCHOOL YEAR’S 

TRIBAL CLOTHING GRANT

Please turn in your receipts to the 
Sac and Fox Nation Education Department

920������ S. HWY 99   Stroud OK 74079                          

 The Sac and Fox Nation Education 
Department is looking forward to the 
Johnson-O’Malley (JOM) Education 
Awareness Day/JOM Fun Day.  The last 
few weeks have been spent putting to-
gether the program for the JOM students.  
JOM Education Awareness Day (JOM 
Fun Day) will be held at the Sac and Fox 
Community Building on Friday, July 13, 
2018 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  
 The FUN DAY events will include 
T-shirt giveaways, old fashioned play-
ground games, the BIG SLIDE for the 
younger students and face tattoos, and 
older students will participate in a Volley-
ball Tournament.  Lunch will be served 
to JOM participants and the volunteers 
from 11:40 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. From 
12:15 p.m. to 12:30 p.m., there will be 
a Motivational Speaker. Arts and Crafts 
Bead Work will be from 12:30-1:30 and, 
to close the day, we will have drawings 
for prizes from 1:30 p.m. to 2 p.m..  Hope 
to see you there!!
 Education Specialist Jean Lynam has 
begun processing some of the applica-
tions the Education Department has re-
ceived for clothing and school supplies. 

 The Native Farm Bill Coalition, a 
collaboration of more than 160 Native 
American Tribes and allied groups, is 
requesting the support of tribal commu-
nities as they push for amendments that 
serve Indian Country in the federal Farm 
Bill.  The Farm Bill is one of the single 
largest pieces of domestic legislation in 
the United States.  The Farm Bill is en-
�D�F�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �¿���Y�H�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �D�Q�G��
it impacts policies that address nutrition 
programs, agricultural policies, food pro-
duction, natural resource conservation, 
rural development, and insurance pro-
grams.  However, too often the needs of 
Indian Country are left out of this process 
�D�Q�G�����L�W���G�H�¿���Q�L�W�H�O�\���D�I�I�H�F�W�V���D�O�O���R�I���X�V��
 The importance of this is that National 
Indian Education Association (NIEA) is 
supporting the Coalition as they work to 
have amendments included, and has laid 
�R�X�W���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�S�H�F�L�¿���F�� �S�U�L�R�U�L��
ties.  NIEA is advocating for provisions 
that allow tribes to manage and operate 
programs that promote student health 
and nutrition, including Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program.  NIEA is 
calling on senators to support expansion 

of broadband services to Native students 
and communities (these are services that 
support computer technology).  Tribes 
must have access to the resources neces-
sary to ensure college, career, and com-
munity engagement for our students.
 Teacher Recruitment Website:  Teach-
er shortages in rural and low-income 
school districts have had a pronounced 
and negative impact on Native students.  
Recruiting and retaining effective teach-
ers are challenges school leadership face 
every school year.  NIEA, as part of their 
commitment to improve educational 
opportunities for Native students, has 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �D�� �¿���U�V�W���H�Y�H�U�� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �M�R�E�� �E�R�D�U�G��
where schools representing hundreds of 
tribal communities can post employment 
opportunities available across the United 
States.  
 According to NIEA, this time of year 
is peak hiring season for schools, and 
there are open positions posted on their 
�M�R�E���E�R�D�U�G���� ���7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �Z�H���D�U�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J��
ing prospective teachers and community 
partners to visit the Teacher Initiative 
Job Board (teach.niea.org) and see if you 

�P�L�J�K�W�� �¿���Q�G�� �D�� �W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�L�O�O��
help improve education opportunities for 
Native students.  
 Education Specialist Jean Lynam and 
I will be attending an Indian Education 
Summer Institute put on by the Oklaho-
ma Education Department from Wednes-
day, June 27 through Friday, June 29, 
2018.  The Summer Institute will cover 
legislative updates, OKPromise informa-
tion, Student Preparation Information, 
Native American information and, OK 
College Start.  This Institute provides us 
the opportunity to meet with other tribal 
education departments and teachers from 
across the state to share and learn from 
one another.

 The Sac and Fox Nation Education 
Department would like to acknowledge 
the following students who earned their 
bachelor degrees during the spring of 
2018:  Whytleigh Guerrero - Biology - 
Southwestern College/Kansas; Darian 
Hill - Biology - University of Arts and 
Science/Oklahoma; and, Rachel Madrid 
- Nursing -  Slippery Rock University.

Janae Grass Graduates With Honors at
�7�X�O�V�D�·�V���%�R�R�N�H�U���7�����:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O
 Sac and Fox Nation tribal member 
Janae Grass recently graduated with hon-
ors from Booker T. Washington High 
School in Tulsa.  During her senior year, 
�-�D�Q�D�H�� �Z�R�Q�� �¿���U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�V�W�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
awards in the high school category at the 
Greater Tulsa Indian Art Show.
 She was also selected as the student 
representative on Tulsa Public Schools’ 
‘Exploring Equity’ panel on contem-
porary issues in Native American Edu-
cation.  Janae also received the Native 
American Student of Excellence Award 
from the Greater Tulsa Area Indian Af-
fairs Commission and the City of Tulsa.
 She was also given the honor of ex-
pressing appreciation to the Tulsa Board 
of Education and teachers on behalf of 
her Native student peers at Tulsa Public 
�6�F�K�R�R�O�V�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �¿���Q�D�O�� �E�R�D�U�G�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��
of the school year.  “We are extremely 
proud of the wonderful, caring, beautiful 
lady Janae has become, and cannot wait Janae Grass

to share her future endeavors,” said a 
family member. 


